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ABSTRACT 

The care and education of children is a primary task 
of all societies, and the role of parents, families, and communities 
is essential in this process. This directory describes the major 
activities of 64 non-governmental and governmental organizations, 
based on 12 Arab countries (Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait 
Lebanon, Mauritania, Morocco, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, and Yemen), 
involved in early childhood care and education. Pertinent data on 
these organizations' young child, family, and community programs and 
their information activities is included. The directory is intended 
for professionals working with and for children, to facilitate 
communication and information sharing in order to improve the 
situation of children. Directory information was compiled through a 
questionnaire sent to 240 organizations in Arab states. A sample 

questionnaire is included with the directory to encourage users to 

update the information provided. Two articles offer an overview of 
the situation of children and their family environment in the Arab 

states and an analysis of Che information collected in the directory 

Statistical tables then present an overview of basic social and 
economic statistics by country, directly concerning the 0“5 year age 
group. Profiles are arranged alphabetically by country and official 
organization name and include the following: (1) identification and 

contact information; (2) aims, type, and countries of actions of the 
organization; (3) cooperation/partnership activities; (4) major 
activities in the young child, family, and community programs; (5) 
services and information activities offered. Lists of potential 
funders of early childhood activities and information sources on 
early childhood issues are included. Five indices facilitate 
information retrieval. Included in the annexes are the main 
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. A form 
for evaluating the directory is included. (KDFB) 
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Foreword 



As today 's children arc the citizens of tomorrow 's world, their survival, protection 
and development is the prerequisite for the future of humanity. Empowerment of the 
younger generation with knowledge and resources to meet their basic human needs 
and to grow to their full potential should he a primary goal of national development. 
As their individual development and social contribution will shape the future of the 
world, investment in children 's health, nutrition and education is the foundation for 
national development. /Plan of Action of the 1990 World Summit for Children j 



All nations are responsible for their children, and for the welfare of those who contribute, 
directly or indirectly, to the child's development and environment. The care and education 
of children is a primary task of all societies, and the role of parents, families and 
communities is essential in this process. Early childhood programmes actively seek out and 
build on existing inherent strengths in families and communities, as well as responding to 
their diverse needs. 

A young child's development does not occur in isolation. It is strongly affected by its 
family and community, which continue to influence the child's later learning achievement 
in terms of enrolment, progress and performance in school. The care and education 
(including health, nutrition, attention and stimulation) a young child receives from birth 
depends very much upon the parents, family and community. This depends not only on 
availability and on the abilities of parents and caregivers, but also on access to services that 
can help the child and support parents in their role and function of parenting. 

Many governments have started to raise their targets substantially for early childhood if all 
children are to be helped. Children’s needs do not have to be met exclusively by formal 
government funded programmes. Many countries with limited national resources have 
been successful in forming alliances among Ministries of Education, Health and Social 
Welfare or with local government, NGOs, private enterprises and local communities, in 
order to set up successful, low-cost early childhood programmes. 

As illustrated in this publication, early childhood programmes are provided in a variety of 
institutions and organizational settings, such as preschools, kindergartens, nurseries, day 
care centres, or play groups. These programmes are organized by various Ministries and 
agencies concerned with the education, development, care and welfare of young children, 
by non-governmental institutions (such as NGOs, religious groups, women's associations or 
universities), as well as by parent and community groups. These various organizations 
direct their early childhood interventions towards all aspects of the child's environment - 
parents, families, communities, as well as professionals, paraprofessionals and decision- 
makers who intervene in the child's life. 

We trust that the information made available in the present Pirec/ory will facilitate contacts 
among institutions and individuals working in the field of early childhood and convince 
them of the convergence of their interests and the need for concerted efforts to ensure a fair 
start for children. 
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Algeria 

ASSOCIATION ALGERIENNE ENFANCE ET FAMILLES D'ACCUEIL BENE VOLE (DZOOl) 

UNION POUR LA DEFENCE ET LA PROTECTION DES DEFFICIFNTS 

MENTAUX DE LA VVALAYA DE TLEMCEN (DZD02) 

Djibouti 

ASSOCIATION MERE ET ENFANT. (.DJU03) 

ECOLE MATERNELLE LA FARANDOLE (DJQ04) 

ECOLE MATERNELLE LA NATIVITE (DJ.0D5) 

UNION NATIONALE DES FEMMES DE DJIBOUTI (DJ006) 

EGYPT 

ARAB COUNCIL FOR CHILDHOOD AND DEVELOPMENT.., (EG007) 

ASSUIT DISABLED CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION (EG008) 

LES CHIFFONIERS DU CAIRE (E.G009) 

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL (E.G010) 

DEPARTMENT OF CHILD EDUCATION (EGO 1 1 ) 

EGYPTIAN FERTILITY CARE SOCIETY. (EGO 12) 

EGYPTIAN SAVE THE CHILDREN (EG0.13) 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL WORK (EGO 1 4) 

INSTITUTE OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS - MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA (EG0 15) 

INSTITUTE OF POST-GRADUATE CHILDHOOD STUDIES (EGO 16) 

SOCIAL RESEARCH CENTER (EG017) 

JORDAN 

GENERAL UNION OF VOLUNTARY SOCIETIES (JO!) 1 S) 

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (JO019) 

INSTITUTE FOR CHILD HEALTH AND DE\ LI OPMENT / 

NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION (J.O020) 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION (JQ0.2I ) 



MINISTRY OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 



(JQU22) 
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QUALITY OF LIFE PROJECT .(J.OD23) 

QUEEN ALIA JORDAN SOCIAL WELFARE FUND. (JO.024) 

SOS CHILDREN'S VILLAGES - JORDAN (JO025) 

UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND - JORDAN (JO.026) 

Kuwait 

CENTER FOR CHILD EVALUATION AND TEACHING (KW027) 

DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS (KAV02X) 

KUWAIT SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ARAB CHILDREN J.KW029) 

Lebanon 

ASSOCIATION LIBANAISE DES VILLAGES D'ENFANTS SOS (LB030) 

GHASSAN KANAFANI CULTURAL FOUNDATION (LB03Q 

INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES IN THE ARAB WORLD. (LB032) 

LEBANESE ORGANIZATION FOR THE LEBANESE CHILD (LB033) 

Mauritania 

PROJET ENFANTS MIGRANTS DES KEBBA (MR034, 

WORLD VISION MAURITANIA (MR035) 

Morocco 

ALLIANCE DE TRAVAIL DANS LA FORMATION ET L'ACTION POUR L'ENFANCE .(MA036) 

GROUPE KORANIC PRESCHOOLS (MAD37) 

Sudan 

AH FAD PRESCHOOL CENTRE (SD.03X) 

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT I.SD039) 

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (SD040) 

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE AND RURAL HEALTH CENTRE (SD041) 

SOS CHILDREN'S VILLAGE SUDAN (SD042) 

SUDAN FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION (SD04 <) 
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Smuan Arab Republic 

ASSOCIATION ARABE SYRIENNE DES VILLAGES D'ENFANTS SOS (SY044) 

/ 

SYRIAN FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION (S.Y045) 
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Tunisia 

ASSOCIATION D'AIDE A L'ENFANCE (T.N046) 

ASSOCIATION DE SAUVEGARDE DES HANDICAPES MOTEURS DE SFAX (TN047) 

ASSOCIATION LA VOIX DE L'ENFANT (TN.U4S) 

ASSOCIATION MEDICO-PSYCHOTHERAPIQUE INFANTILE IBNOU SINA (TN049) 

ASSOCIATION TUNISIENNE D'AIDE AUX SOURDS (TN050) 

ASSOCIATION TUNISIENNE DE L'ENFANT (TN05I ) 

ASSOCIATION TUNISIENNE DES VILLAGES D'ENFANTS SOS (T.N052) 

ASSOCIATION TUNISIENNE DU PLANNING FAMILIAL (T.N053) 

DIRECTION DE LA MEDECINE SCOLAIRE ET UNIVERSIT AIRE (TN054) 

DIRECTION DES SOINS DE SANTE DE BASE (TN055) 

FONDATION TUNISIENNE POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT COMMUNAUTAIRE (TN056) 

INSTITUT DE PROMOTION DES HANDICAPES (TN057) 

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE NUTRITION ET DE TECHNOLOGIC ALIMENT AIRE (TN058) 

INSTITUT NATIONAL DE SANTE PUBLIQUE (TN059) 

MINISTERS DE LA JEUNESSE ET DE L'ENFANCE (T.N060) 

OFFICE NATIONAL DE LA FAMILLE ET DE LA POPULATION (T.N061) 

UNION TUNISIENNE D'AIDE AUX INSUFFISANTS MENTAUX (TN062) 

UNION TUNISIENNE DE SOLIDARITE SOCIALE (TN063) 

Yemen 

YEMEN FAMILY CARE ASSOCIATION (YE064) 
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UNESCO Activities in Early Childhood 



Principle for action 

Learning begins at birth . (Article 5 - J 990 Jomtien World Declaration on Education for All) 

Early Childhood Care and Education is an integral part of basic education and represents the first 
and essential step in achieving the goals of Education-for-All. Recent world conferences testify to a 
growing appreciation of the crucial importance of the child's earliest years, and of the need to 
support families and communities in their role as the child's most influential educator. The learning 
capacity and value orientations of children arc largely determined by the time the child reaches the 
age of formal schooling. For this reason, any sustained effort in Education for All must set targets 
and programmes for early childhood and attempt to raise the life-skills level of families. 

Improving children's health and nutrition is necessary', but increasingly, in a situation where 
fourteen out of fifteen of the world's children survive until the age of one, governments and civil 
society are turning their attention to the psycho-social and cognitive development of children. Well 
conceived quality early childhood programmes help meet the diverse needs of young children 
during the crucial early years of life, enhance their readiness for schooling, have a positive and 
permanent influence on later schooling achievement. In addition, countries that succeed in 
mobilizing local government, municipalities, communities and voluntary organizations in the care 
and education of young children have been able to decentralise and innovate in their educational 
systems and, at the same time, make an important contribution toward population information and 
family education. 

Goals and objectives 

Within this context, UNESCO intervenes at various lev els: 

• at the interagency level, by participating in United Nations or other international initiatives in 
favour of children and families: 

• at the intergovernmental level, by encouraging governments to integrate early childhood and 
family education programmes in their long-term social and economic planning: 

• through technical assistance in the design, development and implementation of integrated early 
childhood programmes: as well as contributing to the improvement of the child development 
skills of parents and caregivers by encouraging child care information and education services, 
and community -based family support programmes: 

• by acting as a networking centre and clearing-house on information about early childhood care 
and education systems, organizations, policies, programmes and activities. 

UNESCO’s Young Child and the Family Environment Project 

Established by the UNESCO General Conference in November 1989. the Young Child and the 
Family Environment (YCF) Project co-ordinates research, activ ities and initiatives undertaken by 
UNESCO in early childhood care and education, parent and family education, and in favour of the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Project seeks to: 

• improve access to early childhood care and education by making such programmes more widely 
available and accessible, and improving school-readiness: 

• support family education and policy fonnulation by encouraging the participation and promoting 
the role of families and communities in basic education programmes: 

• improve the content of early childhood programmes, in particular their design and qualitv. 

• redirect and strengthen early childhood training programmes: 

• strengthen the information base on early childhood by improving the availability and quality of 
information, research and data on young children and their families: 

• promote legislation on behalf of children and families, in particular the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, through awareness raising and advocacy: 

• collaborate in artistic, intellectual and cultural events promoting reflection on childhood and 
familv issues. 
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Early Childhood Interventions 

With the help of its specialized sendees, it? roster of consultants, its partnership with sister agencies 
of the United Nations - in particular UNICEF and WHO - and the co-operation of major institutes 
and NGOs, UNESCO provides various services to its Member States. UN Agencies, foundations, 
organizations and individuals working in favour of children and families. Some of its activities 
include: 

• supporting early childhood dcvclopment/family education programmes in the Middle East, the 
Pacific. Latin America and South East Asia; 

• publishing information and research results on early childhood topics, such as: 

- Enhancing the Skills- of Early Childhood Trainers, a training pack for the training of trainers 
produced with the Bernard van Leer Foundation 

- Toward a Fair Start for Children: Programming for Early Childhood ('are and Pevelopement 
in the Developing World by Dr Robert Myers, already published in Arabic. Chinese. English. 
French, Hindi, Indonedian, Russian, Portuguese, Spanish and Thai. 

• creating graduate-level diplomas in early childhood in selected universities in Brazil, with the 
Centre International de 1'Enfance: 

• sponsoring sub-regional training workshops for administrators in policy and organization of 
informal early childhood development systems in the Pacific. Africa and the Middle East; 

• strengthening or establishing regional Early Childhood Co-operating Centres in Europe and 
Francophone Africa: 

• undertaking a national inventory of early childhood resources in Burkina Faso to reinforce 
national capacity and potential in the care and education of young children. 

Family Education and Early Childhood Development 

Systemic c r ly child development programmes arc an excellent investment for States, in that they 
raise significantly the health and educational levels of young children and allow w omen to enter the 
labour market. 'Children, however, always need the security and orientation which the home 
provides, nor should it be forgotten that societies are founded on the quality of the homes and 
families of w hich they arc composed. Family education 

• provides parents with the necessary knowledge and skills to raise their children successfully . 

• builds up self-reliance, networking and social consciousness among parents. 

Member States have much to gain from promoting family education. In situations where it is 
impossible to set up early childhood, centre-based programmes funded b> the State, excellent child 
care and education can be provided through educating parents and supporting their initiatives at 
community level. UNESCO recommends State support for family education not only as a fruitful 
investment in children but also as a means of raising the educational level of a country as a whole 
In a context dominated by rapid social change and by the expansion of scientific and technological 
knowledge, parent education is a first step toward supporting community development and 
education. In the past three years, the Organization has supported over twenty different projects in 
Member States worldwide focusing on the development and education of families and young 
children. 

Children’s Rights Initiatives 

The Articles of the Convention w hich present a particular challenge to UNESCO are those relating 
to education (Articles 27. 2X and 29) and culture (Articles 12. 13. 14. 17. 2X. 29 . 30 and 31) 
UNESCO promotes the Convention on the Rights of the Child by 

• acting as a focal point for enquiries concerning the Convention, sending out literature and 
attempting to attend the more important meetings on the Convention convened by the United 
Nations and NGOs: 

• providing assistance to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in monitoring the 
Convention, in particular as it relates to education and culture. 

• helping to translate the Convention into national languages. 



Overview 



* contracting original materials on the Convention, especially publications and booklets prepared 
for or by young children. 

* assisting governments and non-governmental organizations in publishing children's versions of 
the Convention and guidebooks for teachers; 

* co-sponsoring meetings on the Rights of the Child with the International Institute for Human 
Rights Studies (Trieste), the UN Centre for Human Rights (Geneva), the Arab Institute of Human 
Rights; 

* co-operating with UNICEF on matters pertaining to the Convention, within the framework of 
early childhood education; 

Early Childhood Information/Documentation Activities 

To create opportunities for institutions and individuals to learn about each other's needs and actions. 

enhance information exchange on early childhood, and build up active relationships to benefit 

young children and their families. UNESCO: 

* collects, compiles and disseminates basic information on early childhood care and education 
systems, organizations and curricula. 

* maintains a data bank of early childhood care and education information. 

* produces practical directories, publications, briefs and reports on early childhood care and 
education systems, organizations, curricula or policies. 

* provides input into, and support for. selected professional journals and reviews, such as the 
Interagency Consultative Group on Early Childhood Care and Development's Coordinator's 
Notebook. 



The YCF Databases 

The YCEE International Database - In an effort to foster and facilitate inter-institutional 
collaboration, the Young Child and the Family Environment (YCFE) International Database was set 
up in 1990. The Database contains information on some 1500 organizations in 146 countries of the 
world, involved in early childhood care, development and education, and focuses on activities 
aimed at the Young Child, the Family and the Community. The organization profiles are both 
general (as to the institution's name, address, contact person, number of staff) and specific 
(regarding the major foci of activities, types of activities, including grant-making and information 
activities, and regions of activity, as well as funding sources, partnership links and target groups). 



The ECCE Database - The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Database w as set up in 
1993. The Database contains information on early childhood care and education policies, 
legislation, partners and major activities in 116 countries, along with pertinent data on publications 
and databases concerned with early childhood issues. Each country' profile contains information on 
the national policy on early childhood, the coverage and supervision of programmes, major actors 
and partners, issues and problems encountered, successful initiatives, staff training and 
qualifications, as well as on parent/community involvement in activities and media/information 
actions in favour of young children. 

The YCF Directories 

Information from the YCFE International Database was used to publish the International Directoiy 
on the Young Child and the Family Environment (l ( J { Jl) and the Directory of Early Childhood 
('are and Education Organizations in Sub-Saharan Africa (1992). Information from the ECCE 
Database is being used to prepare a World Sourcebook on Early Childhood C 'are and Education. 
The current Directory on the Arab States is a continuation of the series of Regional Directories 
started with the volume focusing on Sub-Saharan Africa. 




Further enquiries 

For further information, contact: The Young Child and the Family Environment Project, 

ED/BAS/YCF, UNESCO 

7 Place de Fontenoy 

75352 Paris 07 SP, FRANCE 

tel: (33-1) 45 68 08 12 fax; <33-1) 40 65 94 05 
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The Directory of Early Childhood Care and Education Organizations 

in the Arab States 

The Directory of Early Childhood Care and Mutation Organizations in the Arab States describes 
the major activities of 64 non-govcmmcntal and governmental organizations, based in 12 Arab 
countries and involved in earlv childhood care and education, along with pertinent data on their 
Young Child, Family and Community programmes and their information activities. This 
publication aims to be an important information source for professionals working with and for 
children, and to encourage and facilitate communication and information sharing between 
institutions and individuals active in improving the situation of children. It seeks to §ive a just 
insight into the national, regional and international contributions to early childhood activities in the 
Arab States. 

Methodology 

The information presented in the Directors’ was compiled tlnough a questionnaire survey sent to 
240 organizations in the Arab States. The information contained in the profiles was provided by the 
organizations themselves. All responsibility for this information thus remains with the 
organizations responding to the survey. The objective of this publication has been to make 
available, rather than evaluate, the data thus provided. This survey, which covered a penod of 
approximately six months, was complemented by information from other relevant sources. 



Although the data contained in this Directory has been repeatedly checked, errors and omissions 
may still exist. All modifications and additions should be entered on the questionnaire included in 
the volume and returned to the address provided. This sample questionnaire is included to 
encourage users to complement and update the information provided, and to offer those 
organizations w'hich are not included the chance to be considered for future editions. An evaluation 
form is also included to help improve future editions of the Directory. Users arc invited to complete 
this form and return it to the address provided. 



Sections of the Directory 



Two articles offer an overview of the situation of children in the Arab States and of their family 
environment in general, and provide an analysis of the information collected in the Directory . 

Statistical Tables _ 

Before presenting the different organizations in each country, statistical tables give an overview of 
the basic social and economic statistics available by country, which directly concern the 0-5 age 
group and their families. 



The profiles are arranged alphabetically by country' and by the official name of the organization. A 
reference code assigned to each profile is listed above the official name. This code is used in the 
indexes to refer to the organization, rather than the page number on which the profile is found. 

Each profile contains five types of information about the organization: a) identification and contact 
fields; b) the aims, type and countries of actions of the organization; c) information concerning the 
co-operation/partnership activities of the organization: d) the major activities within the Young 
Child. Family and Community programmes of each organization; e) the sendees and information 
activities offered by each organization. 

Identi fication fields ... „ 

Practical information on each organization is provided, including the official name and translation; 
acronym when it exists: address: telephone, telex, cable, telefax and E-mail numbers, and contact 
name. 

(ieneral information fields . 

The major aims of the organization are listed, along with the type of actions it undertakes and the 
countries in which it is active. The foundation date, the number of staff of the organization and its 
budget are also provided. 
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Overview 



Co-operation/partnership fields 

Information is provided on the organization's links with other institutions and different 
communities, as well as on the extent of its membership, and its affiliation to networks. 

Major action fields 

Under the headings Young Child Programmes, Family Programmes and Community Programmes , 
the activities of the organization arc listed according to the main foci of its programmes. The target 
populations for these programmes are also indicated. 

Services & information activities fields 

When applicable, details of the services, publications and materials the organization provides are 
listed, as well as details on its information activities. 

Information Lists/Bibliographies 

The following information lists and bibliographies are included at the end of this publication to help 
users gain knowledge of potential funders of early childhood activities and of other information 
sources on early childhood issues: 

- UNESCO National Commissions in the Aiab States 

- United Nations Information Centres in the Arab States 

- Organizations/agencies involved in social and economic development in the Arab States 

- Selected publications on early childhood care and education 

Indexes 

The following indexes are included at the end of this publication to facilitate information retrieval: 

- an Acronym Index 

- a Type of Actions Index 

- a Focus of Programmes Index 

- an Index of Services Provided 

- a Geographical Coverage Index 

For example, organizations working on child-to-child projects arc identified by profile code in the 
Type of Actions Index under the heading Child-to-Child. Users can then refer back to the profiles 
to locate the organizations corresponding to these codes. In addition, an alphabetical listing of the 
official names of the organizations included in the Directory is provided, as well as a similar listing 
arranged by country in which the organization is located. 



Acknowledgements 

We would like to thank all the organizations which answered the questionnaire for then co- 
operation in providing the information for this publication, and for putting us in contact with other 
organizations involved in early childhood care and education activities. Furthermore, we 
acknowledge with many thanks the assistance of UNESCO's Regional Office for Education in the 
Arab States (UNEDBAS) in dispatching the questionnaires, as well as the co-operation and 
encouragement of UNESCO National Commissions and UN agencies field offices in the Arab 
States. 



Further enquiries 

Further copies of the directory may be obtained from UNESCO at the address below. 

ECCE Arab States Directory 
YCFE Database Project, 

ED/BAS/YCF, UNESCO 
7 Place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP, FRANCE 
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Early Childhood Care and Education in the Arab States: Survey Findings 



The responsibility of caring for and assisting children, their families and communities in the Arab 
States is shared by a variety of non-governmental and governmental organizations. Each of these 
organizations plays an important role in using the available resources to meet the health, welfare 
and educational needs of children and their families. 

This regional survey of organizations involved in early childhood care and education in the Arab 
States elicited responses from 64 organizations in 12 countries. Their answers to the Questionnaire 
(a copy of which is included w ith the Directory) provide examples of many of the issues raised in 
the article. Early Childhood in the Arab States: Challenges and Opportunities . and offer an insight 
into their goals and actions. These organizations recognize that their actions need to involve not 
only children but also parents, families and communities in order to create an appropriate 
environment for the healthy development of children. 

The survey highlights their activities in the following three programme areas: the Young Child, the 
Family and the Community. While some of the organizations focus on only one of these areas, 
most undertake activities in all three. Experience has shown that activities, which attend to needs in 
the three areas, obtain more holistic and long-lasting results. Each of the organizations included in 
this Directory has its own approach to meeting the needs of the child, its family and communin' in 
the Arab States. 'Their combined efforts work to improve the well-being of the child within its 
family and community. Whatever their approach, the organizations recognize that prov ision of 
basic sendees (such as health care, clean water supplies, nutrition, education, and welfare services) 
is essential to ensure a fair start for children. This summary of responses highlights issues that are 
of major concern to individuals and organizations working in this field in the Arab States by 
demonstrating the ‘who. for whom, what, how and with whom' of their actions. 

The organizations 

Of the 64 organizations in the Director) . 46% are non-governmental, non-profit organizations; 27% 
are research institutes, training organizations, schools and universities. The remaining 27% 
includes Ministries and governmental agencies. United Nations agencies' field offices, 
hospitals/mcdical centres, foundations, women’s groups and trade unions. The findings illustrate 
the wide variety of organizations that are responsible for current actions in the field of early 
childhood, 'these actions are carried out by some 56.400 staff members of whom X4% are non- 
salaried. 

The beneficiaries 

The responses also help to understand for whom the activities are undertaken. There seems to be an 
equal interest in activities focusing on the three main programme- areas, the Young Child, the 
Family and the Community. 

Those organizations which work with young children work more with children aged four to six than 
with infants or two to three year olds. There is a tcndancy to focus more on children in niral 
settings (35%) than on children in urban settings (31%). Slightly more attention is given to girls 
(35%) than to boys (31%). One third of the organizations which assist children target their 
activ ities toward o families and professionals. 

Looking at the responses of organizations working on family programmes, families in niral and 
urban settings receiv e nearly equal attention. 28% of the organizations focus their family-oriented 
activities on women, while only 12% target men. Furthennore. a quarter of the organizations 
provide assistance to parents of disabled children, while 21% target their actions on policymakers. 
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Looking at community programmes, 23% of the organizations work with rural communities and 
17% with urban communities. Thus in all three programme areas, the rural setting is more favoured 
than the urban setting by a small, but consistent percentage. Families and policymakers receive 
equal attention, while a third work with children and a quarter with parents 

The type of activities 

Responses provided information on the type of activities the organizations undertaken for their 
Young Child. Family and Community programmes. Activities were divided into eight main 
categories: Research. Training. Policy. Programmes/Projects. Services. Publications/Materials. 
Networking and Grant-making. 

Each of these main categories was chosen by over a quarter of the organizations. Training was 
selected bv 86% of the respondents. Research and Programmes/Projects both by 77%. and 
Networking bv 67%. It is interesting to note that sligthly more organizations work in the area of 
Policy (54%) than in Services (53%). In addition, the organizations also are involved in 
Publications/Materials (35%). and 26% undertake grant-making activities in favour of children, 
families and communities. 

Within these main categories, the following activities were cited the most often: programme/project 
implementation (74%). training of professionals (72%). applied research (60%). 
meetings/workshops (47%). development of services (46%). policy development (40%). and 
publications/materials distribution (33%). 







The focus of actions 

Respondents provided information on the focus of their actions w ithin their Young Child. Family 
and Community programmes. Actions in favour of the child were divided into four main areas, 
child health and development, child care and education, child at risk, and child advocacy. Activities 
relating to the family were divided into four main areas: family health and welfare, family education 
and awareness, family at risk, and family advocacy. Actions concerned with the community were 
divided into four main aieas: community welfare and involvement, community development and 
awareness, community livelihood, and community advocacy. 



Each of these main areas was chosen by over a third of the organizations. Child Health and 
Development was selected by 88% of the respondents. Family Health and Welfare by 77%. and 
Community Development and Awareness by 79%. It is interesting to note that more organizations 
work to promote child health and development (88%) or family health and welfare (77%). than 
child care and education (75%) or family education and awareness (74%). while the opposite is 
apparent for the community. Actions for community development and awareness (79%) are higher 
than those for community welfare and involvement (67%). In addition, the organizations also assist 
children (65%) ;uid families (44%) at risk, and undertake advocacy for the community (42%). and 
for children and families (35%). 

Young Child Programmes 

Those organizations working in the Child Health and Development sector seem to give equal 
attention to child development activities as to health and nutrition activities. However, childhood 
disabilities (65%) and childhood diseases/growth (53%) are the two activities chosen the most 
often. The wide range of actions demonstrates the main' and varied needs of children in the region. 
Of the two activities chosen the least often, oral rehydration was nevertheless attended to by a fifth 
of the organizations, while 9% were concerned with AIDS. 

In the Child Care and Education sector, there are again a w ide range of activities, each attended to 
by between one tenth and tw o third of the organizations. Preschool education, that is educating and 
caring for children above the age of 3. is covered by 63% of the organizations, w hile infant care 
falls in the realm of activities of 17%. More organizations provide home-based programmes (31%) 
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or non-formal centre-based programmes (26%) than formal childcare centres (19%). Over a quarter 
of the organizations focus on institutionalized (26%) or disabled children (30%). A small number 
provide foster care (12%), while only 2% are concerned with child adoption. In this sector, the 
division between care and education is a fine one, depending on the age of the children and the 
attitudes that caregivers, educators and parents have about the role of education in the development 
of the child between 0 and 6. 

Between 10% arid 32% of the organizations work in the Child at Risk sector. This sector can be 
divided into three categories: activities for children with developmental/health difficulties, those for 
children abused by others, activities for children in difficult situations. Children with emotional 
difficulties (30%) and learning difficulties (26%) fall in the first category, child abuse/neglect 
(32%) and child labour (21%) in the second, and care for street children (21%). orphans, refugee 
children, and children of war/conflict (each 10%) in the third. Over a fifth of the organizations 
work with children who have special needs. 

The final sector of activities specifically dealing w ith children. Child Advocacy, was attended to by 
between 16% and 32% of the organizations. Nearly one third work to promote children's rights, 
while 23% work in their own countries to adv ocate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
and 19% to promote child protection practices. 

Family Programmes 

Actions of the organizations working in the Family Health and Welfare sector include both health 
and welfare components. Of primary importance is the welfare of the mother and infant (60%). 
while the well-being of the whole family through primary health care is attended to by 26%. 
Family planning assistance, family guidance and family services are provided by one fifth of the 
organizations, while health centres and household food security are attended to by ov er 12%. 

When working in the Family Education and Awareness sector, two thirds of the organizations 
provide education for parents/caregivers, while over a third work in the fields of child-rearing, 
parent/child interaction and health education. Most of the organizations focus more on 
parent/caregiver education (60%) than on parent-to-be education (19%) or on the father's role 
(12%). Finally, it is clear from the responses that these organizations see their role more in 
providing education related to the child than in providing general education, such as literacy 
courses (21%). 

In the Family at Risk sector, poverty is the concern of the most organizations (31%). followed by 
single-parent families (17%) and the unemployed (16%). Refugees are assisted by 10% of the 
organizations. 

The responses concerned with the Family Advocacy sector indicate that the organizations' first 
priority are health (28%) and family (26%) protection issues, followed by human rights (17%) 
concerns. 

Community Programmes 

In the Community Welfare and Involvement sector, social services (53%) and health services (33%) 
were chosen most often. Home visits and social welfare were undertaken by over more than a 
quarter of the organizations. Community-based preschool/care (28%) and formal preschool care 
(19%) are provided by more organizations than parent-based preschool care (10%). while only 5% 
arc concerned with workplace childcare. 

In general, in the Community Development and Awareness sector, responses indicate that more 
focus is placed on social welfare and social mobilization than on physical and resource 
improvements for the community as a whole: sociocultural (49%). socioeconomic (46%) 
environments and awareness raising (39%) versus community health (28%). skills training (26%). 
and w ater and environmental sanitation (21%). 
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Between one tenth and a third of the organizations work in the Community Livelihood sector. 
Women's programmes (30%) and environmental protection (28%) were chosen most often. Rural 
development, human resource development and income-generation activities are undertaken by over 
a fifth of the organizations, 

The responses related to the Community Advocacy sector indicate that the organizations' first 
concern are the protection (28%) and rights (24%) of children. Approximately one fifth of the 
organizations promote general health policy (19%) and population policy (17%). whereas human 
rights (12%) and family legislation (10%) are less often targeted. 

Services, funding & information sources 

The Questionnaire also solicited information on services provided by the organizations, their 
funding sources, budgets and information sources. These responses provide a clearer picture of the 
organizations working with children, families and communities. 



The services provided the most often range from documentation/information activities (81%) to 
counsclling/guidancc services (30%) and radio/television programmes (28%). The range of 
services provided reflects the variety of clients who depend on such activities, from individuals 
working with young children, to NGOs. governments, research institutes and other welfare 
organizations. Among the documentation/information activities most often provided are 
training/workshops (78%). confercnccs/scminars (73%). library (48%) and publications sendees 
(47%). 

Only 36 organizations responded to the question on funding sources. Such sources range from 
national governments (53%). foreign aid programmes and fundraising (both 42%) to NGOs (36%) 
and sales of publications (3%). Membership fees (39%) and funds received from private donations 
(28%) and from foundations (19%) are also significant sources, while industry, religious 
organizations and financial institutions (each 3%) are limited sources of funding. Responses thus 
indicate that the need for funding requires resourcefulness in accessing a variety of funding sources. 

As only 32 organizations responded to the question on the organization's budget, it is not possible 
to indicate exactly how much is available for early childhood care and education activities and 
related services in the Arab States. The total sum of annual budgets indicated is US$ 42.084.870. 
While the actual figure for each organization varies greatly, the approximate average figure of US$ 
1.315.150 per organization represents a considerable amount, when comparing it w ith the per capita 
GNP of most Arab countries. 

Over half of the organizations obtain information for their work from international and 
national/local NGOs. governmental agencies and schools/universities. UN agencies provide 
information to 44% of the organizations, w hile professional associations arc information sources for 
25%. Between a sixth and a third ol the organizations seek more specialized information from a 
range of other organizations, such as research and training institutes, hospitals, women's groups, 
youth groups and religious organizations. 

Obstacles and objectives 

The actions and programmes of the various organizations in the field of early childhood have 
helped common problems and objectives in performing their activities. To explore 

these difficulties and goals, three analysis questions were included in the survey sollicking 
information about major obstacles encountered in the course of activities, major elements of good 
early childhood programmes and major successful actors in the field. Of the organizations 
responding to the survey. 58% answered these questions. 
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The first question asked the respondents to list the five major obstacles encountered in 
implementing early childhood activities. Lack of funds (66%) was the most pressing problem, 
followed by bureaucracy (53%), lack of staff and technical support (both 44%), and lack of contacts 
in other organizations and with information sources (28%). Three other obstacles were also cited: 
differences of opinion about early childhood care and education (25%). target group's reluctance to 
accept innovation (22%) and lack of interest (19%). 

The second question sollicited information on the five essential elements that make up successful 
early childhood programmes. Encouraging parent and community involvement in the planning, 
management and evaluation of programmes (65%) was the most important element, followed by 
try ing to reach the largest possible number of children and families in difficult conditions, taking a 
multifaceted view of child development (both 52%). and looking toward approaches and models 
that are financially feasible and cost effective (48%). 42% of the respondents also felt that the 
following two elements arc essential: allowing parents to learn more about the needs of voting 
children, and allowing children to learn to be creative, cooperate, solve problems, share, socialize, 
play and grow. 

The partners 

When undertaking their activ ities, many organizations recognize the benefits of working with 
partners to reach the goals identified. National/local NGOs are the partners of the largest number of 
organizations (37%). followed closely by international NGOs (35%). Schools/universities. UN and 
government agencies are called upon by a third of the organizations, while parent groups and trade 
unions are the partners of under 10%. A range of other organizations (such as research and training 
institutes, women's groups, community groups, professional associations and foundations) were 
also identified as partners by between 15% and 25% of the oiganizations. 

The final analysis question in the survey turned the focus to organizations' opinions regarding the 
most successful actors/partners undertaking early childhood actions in the Arab States. Asked to 
select the five most successful partners, respondents chose national/local NGOs (65%). 
international NGOs and governmental agencies (both 42%). UN agencies (35%) and 
schools/universities (32%). Other actors chosen were training organizations and hospitals/medical 
centres (26%). community groups (23%) and women's groups (19%). The actors cited least often 
were foundations, youth groups and parents's groups (each 6%). 

Complementary approaches 

The results of this survey illustrate the complementary nature of the approaches and actions of 
organizations in the field of early childhood care, development and education. The activities of the 
organizations included in this Directory clearly emphasize the interdependence between actions 
aimed at children, those focusing on the family and those concerned with the community. These 
actions take into account the physical, intellectual, sociocultural and economic aspects of the 
environment the child lives in: thus involving aspects that not only concern the child itself, kbut 
also his immediate family and his community. 

From this .mrvey. it is apparent that topics which have captured the attention of organizations 
working in the .'rah States in the last decades, such as childhood disabilities, mother and infant 
welfare or preschool education, are still of great importance. In addition, this surv ey also shows 
that such organizations have been able to respond rapidly to emerging critical issues, such as 
refugee children and children's rights. 

It is only by comparing these results with those of future studies that it will be possible to better 
understand the vital role, contributions and achiev ements of these varied organizations in actions in 
favour of the v oting child, the family and the community. 
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Early Childhood in the Arab States: Challenges and Opportunities 



The Arab States 

The Arab States are unique in that their populations share common social, cultural, historical, 
linguistic and demographic features. Despite their independent and varied political systems, even 
despite their great variation in wealth. Arabs like to be considered as one nation. Most Arab 
countries present similar social and demographic characteristics: high rates of population growth, a 
voting population structure, high rates of marriage at a v oting age. and high fertility rates with large 
family size norms. In addition, despite rapid rates of urbanization, most Arab countries tend to have 
an agrarian, rural-oricnted community life. 

Along with similarities, there are also noteable differences. The Arab region is made up of 21 
countries with diverse social and economic potentials, representing a total population of 240 million 
(1993 estimate). Gross national product per capita (1992 US dollars) ranged from $150 in Somalia 
to $ 22020 in the United Arab Emirates. Population size, according to 1993 estimates, varied from 
less than 0.5 million in Djibouti to more than 56 million in Egypt. Access to basic serv ices (food, 
health, education, welfare) and the possibilities for socio-economic development vary greatly from 
countrv to country. They also depend on the type of groups considered, whether the population is 
urban or rural, and on gender. Hence, it is difficult to establish a generalized "definition" of the 
situation of the Arab child, as most data available does not take into account the differences that 
exist in access and quality of child services from one area to another, and from one county to the 
next. 

Over the past 30 years. Arab countries have demonstrated their commitment to improving the lives 
of children bv giving them an increasingly important place in their development efforts. A number 
of Arab countries have recorded significant progress in reducing infant mortality, improving child 
health and raising literacy levels. A majority of Arab governments have adopted policies fav orable 
to child care and development, in part as a result of a growing awareness among political leaders of 
the serious demographic, socio-economic and child survival problems that exist in the region. As 
proof, a majority of Arab leaders gave their support to the 1990 World Summit for Children. Nearly 
all Arab countries have ratified the Convention on the Rigths of the Child. 

Tradition, too. helps the progress of children as Islam emphasizes the value of children, the 
importance of insuring a healthy progeny and the great prestige to be given to mothers. According 
to Moslem scholars, the future of Islam is said 

to depend on the physical, educational and technological preparation of children. To 
achieve this goal, children have the right to be conceived by healthy mothers, and to be 
bom healthy into a family prepared to receive them and raise them in the Islamic way 
and protect them from defects and ill -health . (Kessel. 1989) 



Child health 

Tire major health care problems faced by Arab children include nutritional deficiencies, diarrhoea, 
perinatal diseases, respiratory diseases, tetanus and common infections. High levels of illiteraey. 
poor housing and overcrowding, poor sanitation, the laek of safe water supplies and inadequate 
health care infrastructures contribute to poor child health conditions. 

Remarkable achievements have nevertheless been made, particularly in the field of immunization 
and oral rehvdration. An effort in favour of universal child immunization in the past decades has 
allowed all Arab countries to instigate immunization programmes against the most common 
childhood diseases. More than 70% of children hav e aceess to oral rehv dration salts in the Arab 
world through national oral rehvdration programmes. Nearly 77% of children are immunized 
against the 6 major childhood diseases (diphteria, tetanus, whooping cough, tuberculosis. 
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poliomyelitis and measles). These statistics demonstrate that programmes in Arab countries have 
been successful in raising public awareness of the importance of good health practices. 

Nutrition/food 

Adequate nutrition, both in quantity and quality, and family food security are major needs of 
children in the Arab region. Malnutrition is a widespread and chronic problem, particularly in poor 
areas and urban slums. The importance of breast-feeding and the need for appropriate weaning 
foods to be available must also be stressed. 

Achieving such needs is often prevented by the following: poverty and underdevelopment; 
inadequate agricultural production and infrastructure: lack of stable economic policies, ignorance 
and poor education; maternal malnutrition: recurrent childhood infections; civil unrest and 
conflicts. Some of these factors are partly responsible for the Arab world s need to import more 
than 50% of its food, including wheat (Miladi & Khidhayir. 19X9). In the face of such difficulties, 
concerned governments have launched programmes and public awareness campaigns that focus on 
infant feeding, weaning foods and practices, and nutritional education. 



Schooling 

In general. Arab countries have made significant progress in providing schooling for younger 
children. Early childhood care and education is seen as an important factor for creating foundations 
that will increase the effective participation of children in primary school. However, its growth 
continues to be slow. Social demand for schooling is extremely high, as Islam calls for education 
from the craddle to the grave. Main communities and families support Koranic schools and private 
sector initiatives, to ensure the education of their children. 

The number of early childhood care and education institutions and programmes v aries considerably 
among Arab countries owing in large measure to their not being considered a public or 
governmental responsibility. Moreover, the provision of early childhood care and education is 
constrained by location (urban or mral areas), lack of resources and funds, and inadequately trained 
personnel. Other factors that play a role in limiting access to schooling are the absence of 
legislation for compulsory education in some countries, the prev alence of habits and traditions that 
limit education, especially of girls, and the decline in the material and social status of teachers. 

Access to early childhood care and education institutions thus varies greatly from one area to 
another, depending on location, level of poverty and gender: children of poor families are less likely 
to attend early childhood programmes: girls are less likely to be encouraged to go to these 
programmes, in particular in rural areas. In most countries only a small percentage of children have 
access to early childhood care and education programmes of am kind, and the facilities that do exist 
are in inverse proportion to demand and population size. There is a need for curriculum 
development at national level, local production of learning materials, and the creation and 
strengthening of early childhood facilities. 



The changing family and social environment 

Todav the Arab family model falls into three categories: the tribe or traditional extended family 
where power is in the hands of the elders and the men. the parental family in which two or three 
generations live together with authority in the hands of the eldest male; and the nuclear family 
(Either, mother and children). Owing to economic hardship, the parental family model has been on 
the increase in mral areas; whereas the nuclear model is spreading throughout the urban Arab world. 
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Childhood in the Arab States 



Within this context, the 'individual' is first and foremost a 'member of a community', 
of which he has to r~*«cnt a positive image, and within which his individuality and 
personality are little tolerated. Hence, women are granted a secondary role 
(houscwifc/lactating mother) providing the 'food' which is very important everyday 
and on cvcrv occasion: 'Her first duty is to nurture her child \ Hers are the 'day -to- 
dav' affairs, not guidance, while the man is the 'contact' with society. He has to 
guarantee the income, the 'money', meet the households' material needs and provide 
for the general guidance. The man has difficulty in being the 'educator' and in playing 
a warm, supportive and everyday role near the child. His intervention is usually' 
sudden and temporary. (Bibi. 1993) 

Social changes have been rapid, due to migration from rural to urban areas in search of work, or 
from poorer countries to oil-producing ones. These migration patterns have greatly increased 
pressure on housing, basic serv ices and infrastructures thus increasing the difficult conditions faced 
by children and their families. New forms of consumption have emerged, making many rural areas 
dependent on cities for basic needs. 

The Arab world has been and remains an area of long-running wars and armed conflicts It has one 
of the highest per capita rates of anns purchases in the world. (Miladi & Khidhavir. 1989) Child 
soldiers are frequent in some areas of the region. 

And always, the heaviest burden is borne by children - children who miss their one 
chance to grow normally in mind and body, to be educated and to acquire skills to find 
a place in society. These children, physically and mentally scarred by the conflicts of 
their elders, are part of the generation on which the future must be built. (Grant. 1992) 

However, in a number of conflict areas in the region, warring factions have agreed to 'days of 
tranquility* or 'corridors of peace', which have permitted the delivery of medical and food supplies, 
the immunization of children and the establishment of emergency water supply and sanitation 
services. In some cases, various factions even assisted by providing vehicles and communications. 

Changes in family structures and socio-economic levels in the region have led to changes in values, 
attitudes and child-rearing habits. Families have had to look for alternative ways of taking care of 
their children. This role is now being filled more and more by voluntary' agencies. NGOs. and local 
communities in an effort to build a common sense of solidarity. The organizational means to meet 
children's needs are being enhanced and require 

the development of a more comprehensive view of children, both in terms of their 
vulnerability and of their potential as individuals and as future participants in social 
and economic change. (Lemma & Valkoncn. 1989) 

Links between various early childhood services and institutions coupled with the need for 
innovative, cost-efficient approaches are being recognized as necessary' elements to prepare a 
national base to expand services for children. This concern, both at the governmental and non- 
governmental levels, for proper and adequate L.irly childhood care and education, stems from the 
grow ing recognition of the crucial importance in human development of the first six years of life. 

It is not only young children who benefit from early childhood programmes. These programmes 
also offer unique positive spin-off opportunities for others involved in their lives: their parents, 
older siblings, and the immediate community. In a number of countries, a further step has been 
taken. Both govemm ntal and non-governmental organizations are providing parent education 
programmes to help parents better understand how their childt grow , develop and learn, mid thus 
improve their parenting skills to be better able to help their children. 
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Governmental & non-governmental involvement 

On the political front, significant progress has been made in recognizing the place of early 
childhood care and education in national development. Governments have begun to frame concrete 
policies and regulations for developing early childhood services. Governments are also 
encouraging and supporting the initiatives and innovations of NGOs and other voluntary 
organizations to provide early childhood sendees to communities, in particular in rural areas. Local 
as well as professional organizations arc emerging to help governments in their fight igainst ill 
health, disease and high infant/child mortality. Universities are starting to revise their curricula to 
address health and child care problems in their countries 

Following the decisions of the World Summit for Children, Arab governments have prepared 
National Programmes of Action to meet the goals agreed on at the Summit. These Programmes of 
Action include goals such as halving malnutrition, reducing the impact of the most common 
diseases, bringing clean water to all communities, and ensuring that all children have access to basic 
education. In the area of early childhood care and education, this has meant increasing the 
availability of early childhood services, particularly in rural areas, and ensuring adequate training of 
early childhood staff. Arab leaders arc starting to recognize the inherent importance of early 
childhood programmes to a community environment that helps children grow and learn. They are 
also beginning to view these programmes as a community service and resource that encourages 
greater participation in community life and national development. However, real commitment to 
early childhood care and education continues to be hindered by pre-occupation with pressing social 
and economic concerns. 

Early childhood care and education programmes can act as a focus for community involvement and 
development in many fields. These activities may include institution-based programmes, such as 
day care, nursery, preschool and child care centres. They may also include educational activities in 
broader community' programmes, such as supplementary’ feeding, health and nutrition education, 
support and education of parents, community well-being, mass media programmes and child-to- 
child activities. The establishment of educational and care services for y oung children usually’ 
becomes a community involvement project. 



The general consensus is that the greater the level of parent/community involvement, 
the more likely' it is that early’ childhood services will meet parent/community needs 
and become an integrated part of community life. Parents arc policy makers in most 
areas of their children's lives. Their involvement in the design and operation of early 
childhood institutions increases the likelihood of continuity of experience between 
home and preschool for the child. Parcnt/community involvement and support offer 
promising strategics for facilitating early childhood programmes. (Khattab. 1995) 

Without the partnership of parents and communities, efforts to improve early’ childhood care raid 
education would be unlikely’ to be effective. The involvement of communities and individuals in 
various aspects of early’ childhood programmes and services, in-kind contributions from 
governmental agencies and NGOs. and the extensive participation of parents can ensure that 
services may’ be within the reach of young children and support the long-term sustainability of these 
programmes. However, the demand at present far outstrips the number of trained and qualified 



> enhance NGO involvement, networks and coalitions have emerged in some Arab countries, 
regrouping individuals and institutions concerned with early childhood care and education. These 
associations provide the opportunity for all those concerned with the welfare of young children to 
interact, share knowledge and speak with me voice at the national level. In some cases, these 
networks can serve as intermediaries between governmental agencies concerned with young 
children and the multitude of preschool actors and practitioners in working together to establish mid 
enforce standards of preschool education and core, and thus to insure equal provision and access to 
quality sendees for young children throughout the region. 



staff. 







Childhood in thf Arab Staits 



In the Arab world, the cation on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by a majority of 
countries, but its implementation is hindered, as the Convention needs to be translated into binding 
laws and there still exist conflicting legislations that need to be revised. Though the Convention is 
seen by many to be in harmony with Islamic Sharia and Arab tradition and culture, reality in Arab 
societies still shows big gaps and discriminations. (Bibi. 1994) 



Early Childhood Care and Education in the Arab States: what future? 

It is a sad reality that the suffering of children in the Arab world has not yet been 
accorded the priority it deserves. It is high time we recognize that development plans 
in the Arab world can no longer ignore the pressing problems of Arab children or 
afford to waste scarce regional and national resources in piecemeal, ad hoc projects. 

While \vc recognize the achievements of the past, we must emphasize the importance 
of pressing ahead bv cooperating on a regional level in the field of child development 
(Miladi & Khidhayir. 1989) 

The fact that national health, welfare and education policies in many Arab countries are based 
mainly on the idea of non-interference in affairs relating to the care and education of young children 
hinders the implementation of integrated early childhood activities which require material and 
financial resources (trained personnel, equipment and supplies). However, despite these, the 
situation of Arab children has improved as provision of basic services (such as immunization, 
hygiene and sanitation, schooling) is improved, as well as where political will to tackle the 
problems of children exists and partnerships between governmental and non-govcmmental actors 
have been initiated. The Arab States are thus faced with a number of challenges and needs which 
require a democratic approach allow ing for: 

- participation, positive change and collective and complementary responsabilities b\ 
state and society; 

- an environment supportive of the child by providing services, structural changes and 
cooperation by all: 

- involvement of children and their participation by developing awareness and 
changing attitudes among adults; 

- holistic programmes; 

- positive NGO interv ention by creating successful programmes that encourage people 
and governments. (Bibi. 1994) 

The challenges are thus main-. Promoting and facilitating the expansion, availability and quality of 
early childhood care and education will continue to challenge the creativity and imagination of 
planners and practitioners, and require the support of all - governments. NGOs. universities, local 
communities, families and parents - to reach the greatest number of children possible. Crucial in 
this matter will be the extent to which appropriate national policies and plans can be developed, 
adequate resources allocated, participation in early childhood programmes encouraged through 
support to health and nutrition needs, partnership with families and communities enhanced as a 
cost-effective and relevant source for content and instructional materials (UNESCO. 1994) 

The time has come for all of us to contribute from our respective positit ns of 
responsability to establishing a comprehensive Arab plan — based on facts rather than 
speculation, and information rather than wishful thinking — so that we can achieve 
unified action bv streamlining our efforts and financial resources. (Miladi & 
Khidhayir, 1989)' 

The growing interest, among both governments and donors working in the region, to imest 
resources in early childhood care and education, the positive shifts in national policies towards 
young children, Ihe fast growing number of NGOs. institutions and local communities able to 
provide services to children, and the increasing amount of inter-organizational collaboration and 
networking arc some of the opportunities existing and waiting to be furthered for the maximum 
benefit of children in the Arab States. 
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DESCRIPTOR EQUIVALENCES 



Equivalences of Descriptors used in the profiles 



ENGLISH 

0-1 year infant 

2-3 years child 

4-6 years child 

advisory & support services 

AIDS 

AIDS/transmitable diseases 

applied research 

audio-visual aids 
(films/videos/slides/posters) 

audio-visual service 

awareness raising 

awareness raising/advocacy 

basic research 

behavioural difficulties 

boys 

capitals or large cities 

care services 

child abuse/neglect 

child advocacy 

child care & education 

child health & development 

child in multicultural setting 

child in rural setting 

child in urban setting 

child labour 

child legislation 

child pornography 

child prostitution 

child protection 

child safety 

child sponsorship/adoption 



FRENCH 

nourisson (0-1 an) 

enfant (2-3 ans) 

enfant (4-6 ans) 

services de conseil et soutien 

technique 

SIDA 

SIDA/maladies transmissibles 

recherche appliquee 

materiel audiovisuei (films/ 
videos/diapos/affiches) 

service audiovisuei 

eveil de conscience 

eveil de conscience/plaidoyer 

recherche de base 

troubles du comportement 

gargons 

capitales ou grandes villes 
services d'accueil/soins 
enfants maltraites/negliges 
defense/protection de I'enfant 
accueil et education de I'enfant 
sante/developpement de I'enfant 
enfant en milieu multiculturel 
enfant en milieu rural 
enfant en milieu urbain 
travail des enfants 
legislation sur I'enfance 
pornographie infantile 
prostitution infantile 
protection de I'enfance 
securite de I'enfant 
adoption/parrainage d’enfants 



SPANISH 

lactante (0-1 ano) 
niho (2-3 anos) 
niho (4-6 anos) 

asesoramiento y servicios tecnicos 
SIDA 

SIDA/enfemnedades transmisibles 

investigacion aplicada 

material audiovisual (peliculas/ 
videos/diapositivas/carteles) 

servicio audiovisual 

conscientizacion 

conscientizacion/alegato 

investigacion basica 

trastornos del comportamiento 

muchachos 

capitales o ciudades grandes 
servicios de atencion/cuidado 
nihos maltratados/descuidados 
proteccion del niho 
ayuda y educacion del niho 
salud/desarrollo del mho 
mho en ambiente multicultural 
niho en ambiente rural 
niho en medio urbano 
trabajo de menores 
legislacion sobre la infancia 
pornografia *r,fantil 
prostitucion infantil 
proteccion de la infancia 
seguridad del niho 
adopcion/padrinazgo de mhos 
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child-rearing practices 
Child-to-Child programmes 
childhood disabilities 
childhood diseases/ growth 

children 
children at risk 
children of war/conflict 

children with AIDS 
children with special needs 

children's rights 
community 
community advocacy 



puericulture 

programmes d'Enfant pour I’Enfant 

handicaps infantils 

maladies infantiles/croissance 

enfants 

enfants a risque 

enfants de la guerre/de conflits 

enfants seropositifs 

enfants avec des besoins 
speciaux 

droits de Tenfant 

communaute 

defense/protection de la 
communaute 



puericultura 

programas de Nino a Nino 

discapacitacion infantil 

enfermedades infantiles / 

crecimiento 

ninos 

ninos que corren riesgos 

ninos victimas de la guerra/de 

conflictos 

ninos con SIDA 

ninos con necesidades especiales 

derechos del ninos 
comunidad 

apoyo a la comunidad 



community development & 
awareness 

community groups 

community health 

community leaders 

community livelihood 

community welfare & involvement 

community-based preschool/care 
computerized information service 
conferences/seminars 
cooperatives 

counselling/guidance services 

credit systems, savings 

data collection/surveys 

development of models/methods/ 
materials 

development of services 
developmental difficulties 
disabled children 
documentation centre 



developpement et eveil 
communautaires 

groupements communautaires 

sante communautaire 

responsables communautaires 

ressources communautaires 

participation/bien-etre 

communautaires 

accueil/creches communautaires 

service d'information informatise 

conferences/seminaires 

cooperatives 

services de guidance 

systemes de credit, epargne 

collecte de donnees/enquetes 

developpement de modeles / 
methodes/materiels 

elaboration de services 

troubles du developpement 

enfants handicapes 

centre de documentation 



desarrollo y conscientizacion de ia 
comunidad 

grupos comunitarias 

salud de la comunidad 

dirigentes de la comunidad 

recursos de la comunidad 

bienestar y participacion de la 
comunidad 

guarderias/assistenci a comunitarias 

servicio de informacion 

computarizada 

conferencias/seminarios 

cooperativas 

servicios de orientacion 

sistemas de credito, ahorros 

recopilacion de datos/encuestas 

diseno de modelos/metodos/ 
materiales 

desarrollo de servicios 
trastornos del desarrollo 
ninos impedidos 
centro de documentacion 
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Descriptor Equivalences 



documentation/information 

services 


services de documentation/ 
information 


servicios de documentacion/ 
informacion 


early childhood development 


developpement de la petite 
enfance 


desarrollo infantil 


early intervention 


depistage precoce 


deteccion precoz 


emotional development 


developpement affectif 


desarrollo afectivo 


emotional difficulties 


troubles affectifs 


trastornos afectivos 


environmental protection 


protection de I'environnement 


proteccion ambiental 


families 


families 


familias 


families at risk 


families a risque 


familias que corren riesgos 


family advocacy 


defense de la famille 


proteccion de la familia 


family education & awareness 


education et eveil de la famille 


educacion/concientizacion de la 
familia 


family guidance 


guidance familiale 


orientacion familiar 


family health & welfare 


sante et bien-etre de la famille 


salud y bienestar de la familia 


family in multicultural setting 


famille en milieu multiculturel 


familia en ambiente multicultural 


family in rural setting 


famille en milieu rural 


familia en ambiente rural 


family in urban setting 


famille en milieu urbain 


familia en medio urbano 


family legislation 


legislation sur la famille 


legislacion familiar 


family planning 


planning familial 


planificacion familiar 


family protection 


protection familiale 


proteccion familiar 


family services 


services pour les families 


servicios de familias 


family support groups 


groupes de soutien pour les 
families 


grupos de apoyo familiares 


family welfare centres 


centres de protection familiale 


centros de bienestar familiar 


father's role 


role du pere 


papel del padre 


formal childcare cent'es 


centres officiels d'accueil 


centros formales de ayuda a la 
infancia 


formal preschool/care 


accueil/creches officielles 


guarderias/assistenci a formales 


foster care 


garde d'enfants 


custodia de ninos 


foundaticns 


fondations 


fundaciones 


girls 


filles 


muchachas 


governmental agencies 


agences gouvernementales 


agencias gubernamentales 


grant-making 


allocation de subventions 


provision de fondos 


health care 


soins medicaux 


atencion medica 


health centres 


centres medicaux 


centros de salud 
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health education 
health policy 
health protection 
health services 
home visits 

home-based programmes 
hospitals/medical centres 
hotline, help/support services 
household food security 
human resource development 

human rights 

illiterate 

immunization 

income-generation activities 
infant care 
information activities 
information campaigns 
information exchange 
information/inquiry service 
infrastructure development 
institution's activities reports 



education sanitaire 

politique sanitaire 

protection sanitaire 

services de sante 

visites a domicile 

programmes au foyer 

hopitaux/centres medicaux 

services d'aide/soutien, telephone 

securite alimentaire du foyer 

developpement des ressources 
humaines 

droits de I'homme 

analphabetes 

vaccinations 

activites generatrices de revenus 

puericulture 

activites d'information 

campagnes d’information 

echange d'information 

service questions-reponses 

developpement des infrastructures 

rapports sur les activites de 
[’organisation 

creation/soutien d'institutions 
enfants en institutions 
guides/manuels didactiques 



institution building/support 
institutionalized children 
instructional guides/manuals 

integrated community programmes programmes communautaires 

integres 

integrated programming programmation integree 

intellectual/language development developpement intellectue!/ du 

language 

intergovernmental agencies agences intergouvernementales 

international NGOs ONG internationales 

issue-oriented documents/dossiers documents/dossiers thematiques 

leadership training formation d'animateurs 



educacion sanitaria 

politica de salud 

proteccion sanitaria 

servicios de salud 

visitas en el hogar 

programas en el hogar 

hospitales/centros de salud 

servicios de ayuda/apoyo, telefono 

seguridad alimentaria de hogares 

desarrollo de recursos humanos 

derechos humanos 

analfabetos 

imunizacion 

actividades generadores de rentas 
puericultura 

actividades de informacion 

campanas de informacion 

intercambio de informacion 

servicio de preguntas y respuestas 

desarrollo de infraestructuras 

informes de las actividades de la 
institucion 

creacion/apoyo da infaestructuras 

ninos en instituciones 

guias/libros de planes de estudios 

programas integrados de la 
comunidad 

programacion integrada 
desarrollo del inteligencia/lenguaje 

agencias intergubernamentales 

ONGs internacionales 

documentos/legajos con temas 
especificos 

entrenamiento de Hderes 
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Descriptor Equivalences 



learning difficulties 

legal services 
library 
literacy 
literate 

meetings/wcrkshops 

men 

membership fees 
mental health 
migrants 
minorities 

mother & infant welfare 
multicultural communities 
multiculturalism 
national government 
national/local NGOs 
networking 

non-formal centre-based 
programmes 

nutrition education 

nutrition/feeding programmes 

oral rehydration 

orphans 

outreach programmes/extension 
work 

paraprofessionals 
parent-based preschool/care 
parent-to-be 

Parent-to-Parent programmes 
parent/caregiver education 



troubles d'acquisitioin des 
connaissances 

services juridiques 

bibliotheque 

alphabetisation 

personnes sachant lire et ecrire 

reunions/coiloques 

hommes 

cotisations 

sante mentale 

migrants 

minorites 

soins de la mere et du nourisson 
communautes multiculturelles 
multiculturalisme 
gouvernement national 
ONG nationales/locales 
contacts/partenariat 
programmes de centres informels 

education nutritionnelle 

nutrition/programmes alimentaires 

rehydratation orale 

enfants orphelins 

programmes externes/ 
vulgarisation 

paraprofessionnels 

accueil/creches parentales 

futurs parents 

programmes Parents a Parents 
education des parents/aides 



parent/child interaction, stimulation interactions parents/enfants, eveil 

parent/community programmes programmes pour parents/ 

communautes 



trastornos del adquisicion 
conocimiento 

servicios juridicos 

biblioteca 

alfabetizacion 

instruidos 

reuniones/talleres 

hombres 

cotizaciones 

salud mental 

migrantes ^ 

minorias 

salud materno/infantil 
comunidades multiculturales 
multiculturalismo 
gobierno nacional 
ONGs nacionales/locales 
companerismo 

programas en centros no formales 

educacion nutricional 
nutricion/programas de alimentacion 
rehidratacion por via oral 
huerfanos 

programas al exterior/de extension 

paraprofessionales 
guarderias/assistenci a parentales 
futuros padres 

programas de Padres a Padres 

educacion para padres/personas 
que cuidan a los nihos 

relaciones padres/nihos, 
estimulacion 

programas para padres/ 
comunidades 



parents 



parents 



padres 
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parents' groups 
parents of disabled children 
parents with disabilities/AIDS 
partners 

partnership building 
periodicals/journals 
physical development 
physical upgrading 
policy 

policy advocacy 
policy development 
policy implementation 
policy monitoring 
policymakers 
poor communities 
poor families 
population policy 
preschool education 
primary health care 
professional associations 
professionals 

programme/project design 

programme/project evaluation 
programme/project funding 

programme/project implementation 

programmes/projects 

project funding/cofinancing 

provision of equipment/supplies 

provision of services 
publications 
publications service 
publicatibns/materials 



groupements de parents 
parents d'enfants handicapes 
parents handicapes/seropositifs 
partenaires 

developpement du partenariat 
periodiques 

developpement physique 
amelioration de I'habitat 
politiques 

soutien de politiques 

elaboration de politiques 

execution de politiques 

suivi de politiques 

decideurs politiques 

communautes pauvres 

families pauvres 

politique demographique 

education prescolaire 

soins de sante primaires 

associations professionnelles 

professionnels 

elaboration de programmes/ 
projets 

evaluation de programmes/ projets 

financement de programmes/ 
projets 

execution de programmes/ projets 

programmes/projects 

financement/cofinancement de 
projets 

fourniture d'equipement/ materiels 

fourniture de services 
publications 
service de publications 
publications/materiels 



grupos de padres 
padres de ninos impedidos 
padres minusvalidos/con SIDA 
socios 

desarrollo del campanerismo 
publicaciones periodicas 
desarrollo fisico 
mejoramiento de habitat 
politicas 

apoyo de politicas 
elaboration de politicas 
ejecucion de politicas 
observation de politicas 
lideres politicos 
comunidades pobres 
familtas pobres 
polltica de poblacion 
educacion pre-escolar 
atencion primaria de la salud 
asociaciones profesionales 
profesionales 

diseno de programas/proyectos 

evaluation de programas/ proyectos 

financiamiento de programas/ 
proyectos 

ejecucion de programas/proyectos 

programas/proyectos 

financiamiento/cofinanciamiento de 
proyectos 

proporcionamiento de equipo/ 
materiales 

prestacion de servicios 
publicaciones 
servicios de publicaciones 
publicaciones/materiales 



Descriptor Equivalences 



publications/materials design 

publications/materials distribution 

publications/materials evaluation 

publications/materials preparation 

radio/television/media 

programmes 

recreational facilities 

reference documents (directories, 
bibliographies) 

refugee children 

refugees 

rehabilitation 

religious organizations 

research 

research institutes 
research/conferences reports 

research/consultancy services 
responsible parenthood 
rural areas and villages 
rural communities 
rural development 
schools/universities 
services 
siblings 

single-parent families 
skills training 
slums 

small enterprise development 

social development 
social marketing 
social mobilization 



conception de publications/ 
materiels 

distribution de publications/ 
materiels 

evaluation de publications/ 
materiels 

preparation de publications/ 
materiels 

programmes de radio/television/ 
media 

installations de loisirs 

documents de reference 
(repertoires, bibliographies) 

enfants refugies 

refugies 

reeducation 

organisations religieuses 
recherche 

instituts de recherches 

rapports de recherche/ 
conferences 

etudes/consultations 

parents responsables 

zones rurales et villages 

communautes rurales 

developpement rural 

ecoles/universites 

services 

freres/soeurs 

families monoparentales 

developpement des competences 

bidonvilles 

developpement des petites 
entreprises 

developpement social 

marketing social 

mobilisation sociale 



diseno de publicaciones/materiales 

distribucion de publicaciones/ 
materiales 

evaluacion de publicaciones/ 
materiales 

desarrollo de publicaciones/ 
materiales 

programas de radio/television/ media 

instalaciones de recreacion 

documentos de referenda 
(directorios, bibliograficas) 

ninos refugiados 

refugiados 

reeducacion 

organizaciones religiosas 

investigacion 

centros de investigacion 

informes sobre investigaciones/ 
conferences 

investigacion es/consultas 
padres responsibilidades 
zonas rurales y aldeas 
comunidades rurales 
desarrollo rural 
escuelas/universidades 
servicios 
hermanos 

familias monoparentales 
formacion de competencias 
Vugurios 

desarrollo de pequenas empresas 

desarrollo social 
marketing social 
movilizacion social 
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social services 

social welfare 

sociocultural environment 

socioeconomic environment 

special education 

street children 

suburbs 

teaching aids/kits 
technical services 
teenage parents 
teenage pregnancy 
textbooks/publications 
towns and small cities 
toys/recreational materials 
trade unions 

traditional support systems 
training 

training of caregivers 

training of paraprofessionals 
training of parents 
training of professionals 
training of students 
training of trainers 
training organizations 
training/workshops 
UN ^encies 

UN Convention on the Child 
unemployed 

university courses/programmes 

urban communities 

voluntary services 

water & environmental sanitation 



services sociaux 

bien-etre social 

environnement socio-culturel 

environnement socio-economique 

education speciale 

enfants des rues 

banlieues 

dossiers/auxiliaires educates 
services techniques 
parents adolescents 
grossesse adolescente 
manuels/ouvrages 
petites/moyennes villes 
jouets/materiel educatif 
syndicats 

sys^mes traditionnels de soutien 

formation 

formation d' aides 

formation de paraprofessionnels 

formation de parents 

formation de professior.nels 

formation d'etudiants 

formation de formateurs 

organismes de formation 

formation/ateliers 

agences des Nations Unies 

Convention des Nations Unies sur 
I'Enfant 

chomeurs 

programmes/cours umversitaires 

communautes urbaines 

services benevoles 

assaimssement de I'eau / 
I'environnement 



servicios sociales 
bienestar social 
ambiente sociocultural 
ambiente socioeconomico 
educacion especial 
ninos de calles 
alrededores 

documentos/medios de ensenanza 
servicios tecmcos 
padres adolescentes 
embarazo adolescente 
libros de texto/pubhcaciones 
ciudades pequenas/medianas 
juguetes/materiales educativos 
sindicatos 

sistemas tradicionales de apoyo 
formacion 

formacion de personas que cuidan a 
los ninos 

formacion de paraprofessionales 

formacion de padres 

formacion de profesionales 

formacion de estudiantes 

formacion de educatores 

organizaciones de capacitacion 

formacion/talleres 

agencias de Naciones Unidas 

Convencion de Naciones Unidas 
sobre el Nino 

desempleados 

cursos/programas umversitarios 

comunidades urbanas 

servicios voluntarios 

saneamiento del agua/medio 
ambiente 



weaning practices 



sevrage 



destete 




Descriptor Equivalences 



women 


femmes 


mujeres 


women's groups 


groupements de femmes 


grupos femeninas 


women's programmes 


programmes pour les femmes 


programas femeninas 


working parents 


parents travaillant 


padres que trabajan 


workplace childcare 


accueil/creches en entreprises 


guarderias/assistenci a en ambiente 
de trabajo 


youth 


jeunes 


jovenes 


youth groups 


groupements de jeunes 


grupos juveniles 


youth programmes 


programmes pour les jeunes 


programas juveniles 



PROFILES OF ORGANIZATIONS 



ALGERIA 



Children under 5 
(thousands) 

1993 


Under 5 mortality 
rate 
1993 


Malnurished children 
under 5 {%) 

1992 a/ 


4000 


88 


9 


Male literacy 
rata (%) 

1995 


Female literacy 
rate <%) 

1995 


Total fertility 
rate per woman 
1993 


74 


49 


4.8 


GNP per 
capita <US$) 
1992 b/ 


Access to health 
care services (%) 
1985-93 


Access to 
safe water (%) 
1988-93 


1840 


88 


68 


Preprimary 
age group 
1991 


Pre primary gross 
enrolment ratio (%) 
1991 


Convention on the 
Bights of t«e Child 
ratified 


5 


3 


16/05/1993 



DZOOl 

ASSOCIATION ALGERIENNE ENFANCE ET 
FAMILLES D'ACCUEIL BENEVOLE (AAEFAB) 

Algerian Childhood and l olunteer Foster Families 
Association 



Immcublc Casoral, 27 me Mohamed Fellah. Kouba 
Alger Algeria 



Telephone: (213-2) 581575 

Fax: (213-2) 581575 

Contact: President - Temi Tidal! 

Founded: 1985 

Aims: To defend the moral and material interests specific 
to volunteer foster families. To contribute, in co- 
operation with governmental agencies, to the 
development and improvement of the care of children 
deprived of families. To provide information on foster 
care and raise awareness of issues related to children 
without families. To promote with the national 
authorities respect for the rights of' children, in 
particular their right to have a family. To help provide 
assistance in case of unwanted pregnancies. 



Active in: Algeria 



Actions in Algeria 
Research: data collect ion/surveys • 

Training: training of paraproiessionals • training of 
caregivers • training of parents • 
Programmes/projects: programme/p rojcct design • 
Services: development of services • provision of 
sendees • 

Networking: institution building/support • information 
exchange • 



Co-operation/Partnership 

Member of: Union des Associations Maglirebines de 
Protection de ITnfance. Federation Furopeenne 
Fnfancc-Adoption-Accueil, FICHMKA (France) 

Target communities: towns <fc small cities • capital or 
large cities • 

Young Child Programmes 

Child health & development: early childhood 

development • 



Child care & education: institutionalized children • 
preschool education • 

Child at risk: child abuse/neglect • orphans • 

Child advocacy: child protection • child legislation • 
children's rights • 

Target groups: 0-1 year infant • 2-3 years child 4-6 
years child • family • 

Family Programmes 

Family health Sc w dfare: family services • 

Family education Sc awareness: parent/carcgivcr 
education • 

Target groups: family in urban setting 
Community Programmes 

Community welfare Sc involvement: social services • 
community-based prcschool/care • 

Community advocacy: children's rights • child 

protection • 

Target groups: urban communities • children • families 



Services Sc Information 

Sendees: care sendees • documentation/infonnation 
sendees • radio/television/media programmes • 
information campaigns • 

Information Activities 

- in Algeria: awareness raising/advocacy 

conferences/seminars • training/workshops • 
Publications: textbooks/publieations • institution's 

activities reports • 



DZ002 

UNION POUR LA DEFENCE ET LA PROTECTION 

DES DEFFICIENTS MENTAUX DE LA WALAYA 

DETLEMCEN (UDPDM) 

l ' nion for the Defence and Protection of Mentally 

Disabled of the 1 1 'a lava ofTlemcen 

7 rue Bezar Mohamed Tlemcen Algeria 

Telephone: (213-7)26361 1 

Contact: Mohamed Tadlaoui 

Founded: 1988 

Staff: 1 7 salaried • 1 2 non-salaried * 

Aims: To provide rchabilation and vocational training lor 
mentally disabled children and adolescents. To create 
psycho-pcdagogicul centres, youth centres, vocational 
training centres and work centres. 



Active in: Algeria 



Actions in Algeria 

Research: development of models/methods/materials • 
Training: training of professionals • training of 
paraproiessionals • training of students 
Policy: policy development 
Programmes/projects: programme/project design • 
Sendees: provision of services ■ 

Publications/materials: publications/materials design 

Young Child Programmes 

Child health Sc development: emotional development 
social development • physical development • 
intellectual/language development childhood 
disabilities • early intervention • 

Child care Sc education: formal childcare centres * 
disabled children rehabilitation preschool 
education • 
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Child at risk: developmental difficulties * emotional 
difficulties • learning difficulties * child abuse/ncglect 

Child advocacy: children's rights * 

Target groups: 4-6 years child * child in urban setting • 
child in multicultural setting • boys * girls * 
professionals ■ paraprofessionals • policymakers * 



Community Programmes 

Community' welfare <& involvement: formal 

preschool/care • community-based prcschool/care • 
Community' development & awareness: awareness 
raising • 

Target groups: policymakers * community leaders * 
Serv ices <& Information 

Services: counselling/guidancc sendees • care services 
documcntation/information services 
radio/tele\ lsion/mcdia programmes • 

Information Activities 

in Algeria: conlerences/seminars 

tra in ing/work shops • 

Materials: toys/rccreational materials • 
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Profiles: Djibouti (dj) 



DJIBOUTI | 



Children under 5 
(thousands) 

1993 


Under 5 mortality 
rate 
1993 


Malnourished children 
under 5 (%) 

1992 a/ 


77 


158 


23* 


Male literacy 
rata (*/*) 

1995 


Female literacy 
rate (•/•) 

1995 


Total fertility 
rate per woman 
1993 


60 


33 


6.6 


GNP par 
capita (US$) 
1992 bf 


Access to health 
care services (%) 
1985*93 


Access to 
safe water (%} 
1988*93 


1210 


37 


43 


Preprimary 
age group 
1991 


Pre-primary gross 
enrolment ratio (%) 
1991 


Convention o:i the 
Rights of the Child 
ratified 


5 


1 


05/01/1991 



DJ003 

ASSOCIATION MERE ET ENFANT 

Mother and Child Association 

Route dc I'Aviation, BP 320 Djibouti Djibouti 

Telephone: (253) 353427 

Contact: Amina Ahmed 
Founded: 1978 
Staff: 65 salaried * 

Aims: To provide care, development and education 
sendees tor orphans and children from disadvantaged 
social milieux (disabled parents and other social cases). 

Active in: Djibouti 

Actions in Djibouti 

Services: development of services - provision of 
services • 

Young Child Programmes 
Child health & development: health care • 

Child care & education: preschool education ■ 

Child at risk: orphans 

Family Programmes 

Family at risk: poor families parents with 

disabilities/AIDS • 

Community Programmes 
Community welfare & involvement: social sendees 

Sendees Information 
Sendees: care sendees • 



Founded: 1991 
Staff: 4 salaried • 

Aims: To develop the intellectual, manual and spatial 
capacities of young children. To give them the pleasure 
of speaking their own native language in preparing 
them to learn French. 

Active in: Djibouti 

Young Child Programmes 

Child health & development: early childhood 

development • 

Child care & education: preschool education 
Target groups: 4-6 years child • 



DJ005 

ECOLE MATERNELLE LA NATIVITE 

l xi Nativite Nursery School 

Plateau du Serpent, BP 53 Djibouti Djibouti 

Telephone: (253)350972 

Contact: Soeur Marie Claire 
Founded: 1960 
Staff: 4 salaried • 

Aims: To enable children to learn to be creative, to co- 
operate, to solve problems, to share, to be sociable, to 
play and to grow. 

Active in: Djibouti 

Young Child Programmes 

Child health & development: early childhood 

development * 

Child care & education: preschool education • 

Target groups: 4-6 years child • 



DJ006 

UNION NATIONALE DES FEMMES DE DJIBOUTI 
(UNFD) 

National Women's l nion of Djibouti 

BP 127 Djibo m Djibouti 

Contact: Secretaire General e - Kaltoum Mead 

Founded: 1977 

Staff: 26 salaried 

Annual budget: US$ 200(H) 

Aims: To reduce the rate of adult female illeteracy. To 
improve mother and child health. To help women have 
access to paid employment, To help improve daily 
household work conditions. To strengthen women’s 
groups. 



DJ004 

ECOLE MATERNELLE LA FARANDOLE 

La Farandoh* Nurse ty School 

Q. Djebcl Ainbouli, BP 1896 Djibouti Djibouti 
Telephone: (253) 34001 1 



Active in: Djibouti 
Actions in Djibouti 

Training: training of trainers ■ training of parents ■ 
Programmes/projects: programme/project 

implementation • programme/project evaluation • 
Networking: institution building/support ■ information 
exchange ■ meeting s/work shops • 



Contact: Sylvie David 
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Co-opcration/Partncrship 

Partners: national/local NGOs • international N(K)s 
governmental agencies • UN agencies • 

Target communities: rural areas & villages towns & 
small cities • capital or large cities * 



Young Child Programmes 
Child health & development: health care 

nutrition/f ceding programmes • 

Child care & education: infant care • preschool 
education • 

Target groups: family * 

Family Programmes 

Family health & welfare: mother & infant welfare * 
primary health care * household food security • 

Family education & awareness: child-rearing 

practices • literacy • weaning practices • 

Target groups: women • community • 

Community Programmes 

Community welfare & involvement: social sendees • 
social welfare • voluntary services • 

Community development & awareness: water 
environmental sanitation • skills training * awareness 
raising • 

Community livelihood: women's programmes 

income-generation activities * rural development • 
environmental protection • 

Target groups: families 

Sendees & Information 

Sendees: documcntation/infonnation sendees 

researcli/consultancy serv ices * 

Information Activities 

- in Djibouti: infonnation/inquiry sendees * 

awareness raising/advocacy 

conferences/seminars • training/workshops • 
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Profiles: Egypt (EG) 



EGYPT 



Children under 5 
(thousand*) 

1993 


Under 5 mortality 
rate 
1993 


Malnourished children 
under 5 (%) 

1992 a/ 


7700 


59 


9 


Male literacy 
rate (•/«) 

1995 


Female literacy 
rate (%) 

1995 


Total fertility 
rate per woman 
1993 


64 


39 


4.1 


GNP per 
capita (US$) 
1992 fa/ 


Access to health 
care services {%) 
1965-93 


Access to 
safe water (%) 
1966-93 


640 


99 


90 


Pre-primary 
age group 
1991 


Pre primary gross 
enrolment ratio (%) 
1991 


Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 
ratified 


4-5 


7 


02/09/1990 



EG007 

ARAB COUNCIL FOR CHILDHOOD AND 
DEVELOPMENT (ACCD) 

Conseil Arabe de VEnfance et du Developpement 



Sen’ ices: development of services • provision of 
services • 

Publications/materials: publications/matcrials 

preparation ■ publications/matcrials distribution • 
publications/materials evaluation ■ 

Networking: institution building/support • information 
exchange project fundi ng/co financing 

meet mgs/work shops • 

Actions in other countries 

Research: basic research • applied research • data 
colicction/survcys • development of 
models/methods/materials • 

Training: training of professionals • training of 
paraprofessionals • training of trainers • 

Policy: policy development ■ policy advocacy ■ policy 
monitoring • 

Programmes/projects: programmc/projcct design • 
programmc/projcct implementation 

programme/project evaluation • programme/project 
funding • 

Sendees: development of services • provision of 
sendees • 

Publications/materials: publications/matcrials 

preparation • publications/materials distribution • 
publications/matcrials evaluation • 

Networking: institution building/support * information 
exchange project funding/cofinancing 

meetings/workshops • 



P.O. Box 15 Orman - Cairo Egypt 

Telephone: (20-2) 34051% / 3408011 
Telex: 20783 Abclid IJn 
Fax: (20-2) 3408013 
Cable: TOI'OULA 

Contact: Programs Coordinator - Kuwthar Abu (ihazaleh 
Founded: 1987 
Staff: 25 salaried • 

Annual budget: IJS$ lOOOOOO 

Grant-making: (60% of annual budget) in Egypt • in 
other countries ■ 

Aims: To identify the current and future needs, and 
priorities of the Arab child, and establish a 
comprehensive action plan to attain these needs. To 
increase public and family awareness of childhood 
issues and problems through social mobilization. To 
elaborate innovative programmes and activities in 
favour of the Arab child. To assist in developing 
national capacities in the domain of child care, with 
emphasis on augmenting the institutional capabilities of 
existing grassroots projects through increased self- 
reliance. To respond to the urgent needs of* children in 
distress throughout the region. 

Active in: Egypt, Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Iraq, Jordan. 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mauritania. 
Morocco, Oman. Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia. 
Somalia, Sudan. Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, 
Yemen 

Actions in Egypt 

Research: basic research * applied research • data 
collection/surveys development of 

mo del s/m ethods/imit trials ■ 

Training: training of professionals • training of 
paraprofessionals • training of trainers* 

Policy: policy development ■ policy advocacy • policy 
monitoring ■ 

Programmes/projects: programmc/projcct design 
programme/project implementation 

programme/project evaluation • programme/project 
funding ■ 



Co-operation/Partncrship 
Member organizations: yes 
Individual members: 250 

Partners: national/local NGOs ■ international NGOs • 
governmental agencies • UN agencies • training 
organizations • research institutes • 

Target communities: rural areas & villages • slums • 
towns & small cities • capital or large cities ■ 

Young Child Programmes 

Child health & development: emotional development 
• social development • physical development ■ 
intellectual/language development childhood 
diseases/growth * childhood disabilities • early 
childhood development ■ early intervention ■ mental 
health ■ 

Child care & education: home-based programmes • 
disabled children * preschool education • special 
education ■ foster care * 

Child at risk: child labour ■ street children ■ refugee 
children * children of war/confiict • 

Child advocacy: children's rights ■ 

Target groups: 0-1 year infant ■ 2-3 years child • 4-6 
years child • child in rural setting • child in urban 
setting * child in multicultural setting * boys ■ girls • 
parents ■ professionals paraprofessionals 
policymakers • family • 

Family Programmes 

Family health & welfare: mother <fc infant welfare - 
Family education & awareness: parent/child 

interaction, stimulation • 

Family at risk: refugees ■ 

Family advocacy: family protection • human rights • 
Target groups: parents of disabled children • women • 
professionals • paraprofessionals • policymakers ■ 

Community Programmes 

Community welfare involvement: community- 
based preschool /care • 

Community development & awareness: awareness 
raising ■ 

Community livelihood: environmental protection • 
Community advocacy: children's rights ■ human rights 



